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e 6 years at Haileybury

e 25yearsin Education in Europe,
Japan, Canada, Middle East.

e Erasmus Plus programs across
Europe connecting universities.

e MA in Education (UCL), College
Counselor, focus of choosing
international Universities and
scholarships.

e Ensuring that all applications are
completed correctly.

Today's Team

Mr Stockermans

6 years at Haileybury

Worked University of Toronto,
International Admissions

15 years as high school admissions
in Europe, Japan, and Canada

MA in Education (UCL), and
Political Science (Spain)

Head of Futures and College
Counselor, focus of building a
great overall profiles

Follow up - working with alumni
for years after graduation.




USA - Some highlights of offers and interviews so far 2025/26

Offers Interviews
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American universities - why go?

The Wide Open Range, curriculums, deadlines, majors, opportunity to
stay on!

Top Global Rankings: 20/50 (QS) / 22/50 (THE)

Acceptance Rates: Wide variety from 3% (Caltech) to 80% (State
Universities)

Deadlines. Ongoing. From October to early September
Flexibility: Majors, curriculum, and options to transfer

Internships and Employment: VISA offers up to three years after
graduation




American universities - why go?

Fees and Scholarships!
e Fees: Wide range

e Scholarships: Entry scholarships, partial scholarships, and the most
impressive full ride scholarships.

e Financial Aid: Some financial aid is often available for anyone who makes
under 100,000 usd per year




Reminder - Limitations of University Rankings

e Varying methodologies

o Different ranking systems use different criteria and
weightings

o University's position can change depending on which
ranking you consult

e May not reflect individual needs

o Rankings may not account for factors like campus culture, | |
teaching style, or specific program strengths that are UC San Diego Library
crucial for a good experience

o Often overly focused on Post Graduate studies
e (Can be manipulated

o Rankings can encourage universities to focus on improving
their scores through means that may not benefit students

o Such as focusing on research activities that are highly

cited. Dorm at MIT




But look at your subject area! - specialist examples

Engineering-Focused Schools:

Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology of
Indiana, #1 undergraduate engineering in the
US (US News), but unranked in QS.

Colorado School of Mines, #1 in Mineral and
Mining Engineering in the world, but not in top
100 in overall ranking

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, #4 for
Aerospace/Aeronautical/Astronautical
Engineering. Unranked in QS

State Universities have low overall rankings
and easy acceptances, but also have some top
US majors:

e Arizona State University (W. P. Carey
School of Business, Supply Chain
Management, Astronomy, Engineering),

e Michigan State (Nuclear Physics, Nursing)

e Penn State (Smeal Business School,
Engineering)




Spotlight on Liberal Arts Colleges

e Liberal arts colleges.
e Four-year undergraduate institutions.

e Broad, well-rounded education in humanities,
sciences, social sciences, and arts rather than
specialized, technical, or vocational training.

e Emphasize small class sizes, critical thinking, close
faculty-student interaction

e C(ollege, because they don't have Masters or PhD,
so are often unranked.

e VERY well recognized in the US.




Famous Liberal Arts Graduates

Alumni makeup top of industry, politics and
culture

e Ana Brnabi¢, Prime Minister of Serbia
e Barack Obama, US President
e Steve Ells, Chipotle Co-CEO

e Michael Eisner, Former Walt Disney
Company CEO

e Carly Fiorina, Former Hewlett-Packard CEO
e AndreaJung, Former Avon CEO

e Kyriakos Mitsotakis: Prime Minister of
Greece

e Howard Schultz, Starbucks CEO
e Richard Plepler, HBO CEO
e Susan Wojcicki, Former YouTube CEO




2. University of
California




Universities of California

e Nine undergraduate campuses ranging
from large, bustling city schools (UCLA) to
more serene, nature-surrounded settings
(UC Santa Cruz, UC Davis),

e UC Berkeley and UC Los Angeles in the top
of the world rankings.

e Heavy on undergraduate research
possibilities.

e Diverse and social campus life




UC Application - Easy Application

e One Platform (like a mini UCAS)
e Fees 80 usd/application

e NoO SAT or ACT

The application:
e 4 Short Personal Insight Questions
e List of up to 20 Activities and Award
e Self Reported Grades
o they check once you are admitted

e No Teacher recommendations or School
Reports




Universities of California

e Very little Financial Aid or scholarships

e Tuition fees from 50 to 60,000 USD

e One application and one deadline December 1
o Earlier than most US universities

e UCs respond end of March

Just Note!

e Non UC universities in the State of California
(on Common App)

Southern California
Pepperdine
CalTech

Stanford

Pomona

Harvey Mudd

O O O O O O




3. The Common App




The Common App

e 1000+ universities (Managed by the College Board)
e 20 applications maximum
e FEssay:
1. 650-word essay
2. Several short questions (250 words)
3. Supplements (500-600 words each)
e School upload transcripts
o |IGCSE results and A-Levels are validated by school
e Letters of Recommendation
o Teacher Letters (subject teachers)

o Counselor Letter (more holistic)




Timeline

August Common App opens
A student can start it earlier, but the universities only start to look in August
September Choices and drafting
Based on results in August, students start to draft personal statement and make choices.
End of October Early Decision/Early Action
Early decision is Binding: if accepted, all other applications are cancelled. Early Action is not binding.
November/ Profile and LOR's
December Students complete activities (up to 10) and honors (up to 5), discuss list with counselor and receive feedback on essays and supplementals. School
to upload school profile and transcripts. Counselor LOR to every student. CSS profile and Financial Aid applications.
End of December/ Main application deadlines
Early January 1st of January deadline for most applications. MY report before the end of January. Offers continue through to May.
May Confirm. Start Visa application Process
Offers must be confirmed and request for 120 to start Visa application process.
Until August Rolling Deadlines

Many State universities have Rolling deadlines: First come, first served!




How the Common App works




How the Common App works




How the Common App works




How the Common App works




Adding Colleges to your List




Different deadlines




Parts of the Common App. Counselor




4. Building a strong application.
Haileybury support:

a. Templates

- Timeline/Road Map
- Deadlines

- Uni list

- Activities list

- Finance Statements




Road Map: Y10 and Y11




Road Map: Y12 and Y13







Uni List. Making educated choices







Finance Statements




4. Building a strong application.

Haileybury support:
b. The Essay Template




Working document




Sample support




The Authentic Common App Essay - Let them see who you are

e The Essay is unlike the UK Personal Statement. It is the one part of the
application that makes the Spike

o That one clear statement of interest, experience and skills that can
summarize the student in one sentence

o The Common App essay doesn’t repeat what is on your CV or
activities but tells a story that lets the Admission Officer understand
what kind of person you are, how you think and how you communicate.




Who you want to be remembered as

e “The guy who programs and flies drones
for air pollution collection and analysis”

e “The woman who is fighting for women's
rights in Kazakhstan through her
marketing skills”

e “The Math Olympiad genius who plays
guitar and wants to make math models
for interstellar travel.”




4. Building a strong application.
Haileybury support:

C. Letters of Recommendation




Letters of Recommendation




Financial Aid: The CSS Profile




Key elements

1. Education: Y12 AS Level final results are most important.
IGCSE and Y13 Predicted Grades moderately important.

2. Testing: List of A Level Predicted Grades, and SAT or ACT
optional. IELTS or Duolingo are necessary

3. Activities: 10 activities that give an Spike to your profile
4. Writing: The Common App Essay, 650 words

5. School Report: Written by the school, includes official
transcripts and a description of the school.

6. Counselor’'s Report: A recommendation summary by the
college counselor about all aspects of the student

7. Teachers' Letters of Recommendation: Specialized letters
about the subject




Thank you

Any questions?




