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Some highlights of offers and interviews so far 2025/26




American universities - why go?

The Wide Open Range:

Top Global Rankings: 23 US Universities in the
world's top 50, and 3 from Canada.

Acceptance Rates: From the most competitive
(less than 3% acceptance rates) to wide open
ones with rolling deadlines

Deadlines: From Early Decision (end of October)
to rolling Admissions (doesn't end until school
starts)

Fees: From very high, almost 100,000 usd/year (U
Southern California, Pepperdine, Northwestern)
to cheap 5000 usd (Brigham Young, Dakota state)

Scholarships and Financial: Entry scholarships,
partial scholarships and the most impressive full
ride scholarships. Some financial aid is often
available for anyone who makes under 100,000
usd per year.

Flexibility: most universities don't require a
student to declare a major until second year -
lots of chances to change majors and even
transfer between universities.

Internships and Employment: In Canada and
the USA, a student can stay and work for up to
3 years, especially in the STEM fields.




Why Canada?

e Mostly public universities: subsidized by
government, so tuition is generally cheaper.

o From 15,000 usd/year (St. Johns,
Athabasca) to 45,000 (U of Toronto, UBC)

o Ability to stay and work for up to three
years in most fields

o Possibility to get Permanent Residency
status

o Safe and welcoming to international
students.

o Flexibility: four year programs allow
movement between majors




The Common App:

e Major platform for over 1000 universities August

e Mostly from the USA, but some foreign
(St. Andrews, UBC...)

e Students can apply for 20

September

e One major essay: 650 words

' i i - End of October/
e Links to each university with separate na ot Bctober

questions and essays

e School uploads transcripts, school

End of
report, counselor recommendation, and December/
individual teacher recommendations. Early January

Until August

Common App opens

A student can start it earlier, but the universities only start to
look in August

Choices and drafting

Based on results in August, students start to draft personal
statement and make choices.

Early Decision/Early Action

Early decision is Binding: if accepted, all other applications are
cancelled. Early Action is not binding.

Main application deadlines

The bulk of application deadlines are due.

Rolling Deadlines

Many State universities have Rolling deadlines: First come, first
served!




The Common App:




The Common App:




The Common App:




The Common App:




Adding Colleges to your List






https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LExcQFvRUHXSRYeQVwf7d1fSyeA8obGhwfjeHfVC7fo/edit?gid=1179623269#gid=1179623269

Use our
spreadsheet to
make a Long List of
every university you
are interested in,
and then do more
research and make
make a Short List.



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LExcQFvRUHXSRYeQVwf7d1fSyeA8obGhwfjeHfVC7fo/edit?gid=1179623269#gid=1179623269

Use the Template to Organize your Activities List




https://docs.google.com/d
ocument/d/14biEIVRgM3f1
PniwYbMQBfnif_ZBwdQQ-
NTNQd6MfOs/edit?tab=t.0



https://docs.google.com/document/d/14biEIvRgM3f1PniwYbMQBfnif_ZBwdQQ-NTNQd6Mf0s/edit?tab=t.0

The Common App Essay




Financial Aid: The CSS Profile




Use the Template to Estimate and Organize your Financial Aid




Key elements of a US application - what universities look for

O 1. Education: Y12 AS Level final results are most important. IGCSE and Y13
Predicted Grades moderately important.

2. Testing: List of A Level Predicted Grades, and SAT or ACT optional. IELTS or
Duolingo are necessary

3. Activities: 10 activities that give an Spike to your profile

4. Writing: The Common App Essay, 650 words

) 5. School Report: Written by the school, includes official transcripts and a
(— 0 description of the school.
m. | 6. Counselor's Report: A recommendation summary by the college counselor about

all aspects of the student

7. Teachers Letters of Recommendation: Specialized letters about the subject



The Authenic Common App Essay - Let them see who you are

The Essay is unlike the UK Personal Statement.
It is one part of the application that makes the
Spike - that one clear statement of interest,
experience and skills that can summarize the
student in one sentence:

ie: “The guy who programs and flies drones for
air pollution collection and analysis” “ The
woman who is fighting for women'’s rights in
Kazakhstan through her marketing skills”“ The
Math Olympiad genius who plays guitar and
wants to make math models for interstellar
travel.

The Common App essay doesn't
repeat what is on your CV or
activities, but tells a story that lets the
Admission Officer understand what
kind of person you are, how you think
and how you communicate.




Comprehensive support throughout drafting

We talk about these
ideas, work on at least
three questions, and
then write, edit, discuss,
rewrite again and again.

There is no “right”
answer. There is no
“mark scheme”

Creativity helps. Make
your story memorable.




So where to apply in the US
or Canada?




Reminder - Limitations of University Rankings

e Varying methodologies

o Different ranking systems use different criteria and
weightings

o University's position can change depending on which
ranking you consult

e May not reflect individual needs

o Rankings may not account for factors like campus culture, | |
teaching style, or specific program strengths that are UC San Diego Library
crucial for a good experience

o Often overly focused on Post Graduate studies
e (Can be manipulated

o Rankings can encourage universities to focus on improving
their scores through means that may not benefit students

o Such as focusing on research activities that are highly

cited. Dorm at MIT




But look at your subject area! - specialist examples

Engineering-Focused Schools:
Colleges such as

Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, #1 undergraduate
engineering college in the US (US
News), but unranked in QS.

Colorado School of Mines, #1 in
Mineral and Mining Engineering in
the world, but not in top 100 in
overall ranking

State University Flagships:

Universities like Arizona State
University or University of Arizona
may have moderate overall rankings
(e.g., inthe 100s by U.S. News) but
boast top-20 programs in niche fields
like Supply Chain Management or
Astronomy.




Spotlight on Liberal Arts Colleges

e Safe
o Mid sized city - 500,000 residents
e Excellent connections
o 90 minutes to London on train
o 45 minutes to Cardiff
o International Airport
e Young and diverse
o Median age 33 (UK average 40)
e Major employers in Digital & Creative, Finance, Engineering
and manufacturing




Spotlight on Bristol University - The City

Exceptional Arts Scene - the home of Close to the national parks in Wales

Historic city with notable architecture Banksy and SW England

Arguably the best One of the youngest and most diverse
music scene outside of Picturesque waterfront setting Gities in the UK (25

London



Spotlight on Bristol University - The University

e Traditional City Centre Campus in affluent area of
the city

e Russell Group university - 51st global ranking
o High reputation for research

o Particularly strong reputation in Engineering
and Aerospace Engineering

e Large UK private school intake but with 28% of
students being international

e Scholarships available

o Typically from £6,500 to £13,000 per year

Bristol's Campus




The US.
Understanding Common App and
how we support your child

Ms Munoz and Mr Stockermans




Online platform managed by the
College Board

Students can make 20 choices at once

Several reference letters from school
(Depending on the university)

Singular personal statement of 650
word and several short answer
questions (250 words) and writing
supplements (500 to 600 words each)

|GCSE results and A-Levels are validated
by school

SAT and IELTS a must.

How the Common App works?

August

September

October

November/
December

January

March

May

Common App opens

Students begin registering on the platform, inputting personal
details.

Choices and drafting

Based on results in August, students start to draft Common App
essay (1in 7) and a make university list (3 dream/5 target/2
safety).

ED/ EA/ UC's Apply

Many Universities have an early application deadline between
October 15th and November 15th. Most on Nov 1st.

Profile and LOR's

Students complete activities (up to 10) and honors (up to 5),
discuss list with counselor and receive feedback on essays and
supplementals. School to upload school profile and transcripts.
Counselor LOR to every student. CSS profile and Financial Aid
applications.

RD deadline Jan 1st. Some in Feb.

1st of January deadline for most applications. MY report before
the end of January. Offers continue through to May.

Optional Report

Optional report with any grade changes. Updated LOR when
neccessary.

Confirm. Start Visa application Process

Offers must be confirmed and request for 120 to start Visa
application process. m



Parts of the Common App




Common App Writing Prompts

1. Some students have a background, identity,
interest, or talent that is so meaningful they
believe their application would be incomplete
without it. If this sounds like you, then please
share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we
encounter can be fundamental to later
success. Recount a time when you faced a
challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect
you, and what did you learn from the
experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or
challenged a belief or idea. What prompted
your thinking? What was the outcome?

Reflect on something that someone has done for
you that has made you happy or thankful in a
surprising way. How has this gratitude affected
or motivated you?

Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization
that sparked a period of personal growth and a
new understanding of yourself or others.

Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so
engaging that it makes you lose all track of
time. Why does it captivate you? What or who
do you turn to when you want to learn more?

Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It
can be one you've already written, one that
responds to a different prompt, or one of your
own design






Different deadlines




Parts of the Common App. Counselor




Different College Questions




Writing Supplements

1. U RICHMOND. (350 to 600 words) You have 4. BROWN. (250 words) Brown's Open

a platform to create change. What is an Curriculum allows students to explore
action or policy you might propose to broadly while also diving deeply into their
address an issue of social injustice in your academic pursuits. Tell us about any
school or local community, or on a national academic interests that excite you and how
or global scale? you might pursue them at Brown.

2. U PENN (150-200 words) Write a short 5. HARVARD. (150 words) Describe a time
thank-you note to someone you have not yet when you strongly disagreed with someone
thanked and would like to acknowledge. (We about an idea or issue. How did you
encourage you to share this note with that communicate or engage with this person?
person, if possible, and reflect on the What did you learn from this experience?

experience!



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hPTA6eIJ26YTjdrojijDr_7wccQUiKoQqN7vihLf3aY/edit?tab=t.mxy389yz8b1j

Join us next time for a
deeper dive into US
applications!

Thank you

Any questions?




